[Genetic heterogeneity of certain sporadic colorectal cancers].
Intratumoral heterogeneity provides information concerning the timing of genetic events which occur during colorectal carcinogenesis. In a series of 14 colorectal adenocarcinomas, the following genetic alterations were characterized: loss of heterozygosity on chromosomes 17 p, 1 p, 18 q, 5 q and 22 q, point mutations on TP53 and K-RAS genes, change in DNA index. Six of the 14 initial samples were investigated for putative genetic heterogeneity. In two cases, variations in genetic alterations on chromosome 17 p and gene TP53 were demonstrated. These events seem to occur at a late stage in colorectal carcinogenesis.